Order of Operations

The order of operations is one of the most important aspects of Algebra.  If you don’t have a total grasp of this important concept as you study Algebra, you will find that you are continuously frustrated!  Please take the time to learn this well!

1.
Please evaluate the following expressions:
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2.
The symbols in mathematics used to delineate the “Orders of Operations” have a purpose very similar to the purpose of punctuation symbols used in English.  They create CLARITY of intent and meaning.  Note the difference in meaning of the following sentences, based on a small change in punctuation.


Example A.
“Put a log on, Uncle John”


Example B.
“Put a log on Uncle John”

3.
Many of you have probably learned a “trick” for remembering the Order of Operations in mathematics.  What is the trick?

4.
COMMON misconceptions about the Order of Operations are:
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